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PRACTICE AREAS

How Can We Help?
Our clients come from across the United States.
We work alongside local co-counsel all over the country.

We evaluate cases daily and we
encourage you to contact Napoli Shkolnik PLLC to
discuss steps for compensation for our clients as

Defective Medical Devices

well as to speak about any new litigations.
Our attorneys hold a variety of leadership positions
(lead or liaison counsel, members of litigation steering

Defective Prescription Drugs

committees) in numerous multi-district litigations for
pharmaceutical cases and class actions..
We have active offices in California, Delaware, Florida, Illinois (Madison County and Chicago), New Jersey, Penn-

Class Actions

sylvania, Texas and our principal offices are in New York
City and Long Island.

Environmental Litigation

Interested parties call
(212) 397-1000

Medical Malpractice

Asbestos Related Illness

Personal Injury

Aviation Accidents

Social Security Disability

Civil Rights

Workers’ Compensation

Complex Litigation

World Trade Center
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We look forward to building a mutually beneficial relationship together.

Team Profiles
Napoli Shkolnik PLLC is a national
litigation firm representing victims of
defective prescriptions drugs and medical
devices, asbestos-related illnesses, aviation
accidents, complex litigation and other
serious personal injury matters.
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TEAM PROFILES

Marie Napoli
Partner

Bar Admissions

Affiliations

Marie Napoli has over twenty years

New York

American Association for Justice

of experience handling personal injury,

United States Supreme Court

New York State Trial
Lawyers Association

medical malpractice, mass tort, and complex
litigation matters.

New York Supreme Court

(Board of Directors)

She is one of the few female partners in a top mass

United States District Court,

New York State Academy

Eastern District of New York

of Trial Lawyers

record. She has worked for the New York Appellate

United States District Court,

tort litigation firm with a successful and proven track

New York State Bar Association

Division, 2nd Department and has taught CLE courses
on Tort & Civil Procedure at St. John’s University School
of Law.

Southern District of New York
New York Women’s

History

Bar Association

Notes & Comments Editor,

The Bone Marrow Foundation

St. John’s Journal of Legal

(Associate Board Member)

Commentary
Notes & Comments Editor,

Publications

St. Mary’s Law Journal

The Lord in the Law

President, St. John’s Alumni

Reflections on a Catholic Law

Association, Nassau Chapter

School, St. Mary’s Law Review

Vice President, Friend’s

He Said, She Said, St. John’s

Academy Parent Council

Journal of Legal Commentary

As a founding partner of Napoli Kaiser Bern LLP, Marie
was involved in many high level negotiations that resulted in favorable settlements for their clients. Notably, Marie was part of the team responsible for the billion dollar
settlement in a major pharmaceutical case.
Marie understands the breadth of the legal issues
that particularly affect women injured by pharmaceutical and other defective products. She is a breast cancer
survivor and philanthropist. She channels her passion to
create awareness and fund research through such organizations and events as The Bone Marrow Foundation,
Inc., the Long Island Half Marathon and the New York

Board Member, Glen Cove

City Marathon.

Boys & Girls Club

Full bio › goo.gl/Uw45u1
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TEAM PROFILES

Hunter J. Shkolnik
Partner

Hunter J. Shkolnik concentrates his

Bar Admissions

Affiliations

area of practice to the trial of significant personal

New York

American Association of Justice

injury cases primarily in the area of drug,
automobile, heavy truck and aviation related
product liability actions.

(AAJ), The Actos Bladder Cancer
United States District Court,

Litigation Group, Co-Chair

Eastern District of New York
Litigation Counsel of America,

He leads the discovery and trial teams of various mass

United States District Court,

tort pharmaceutical and medical device litigations for

Southern District of New York

the firm. He is also active in managing national litigation
and plaintiff litigation groups including the American
Association of Justice’s Actos Litigation Group.
He is currently serving as a chairman, leader or court
appointed representative on Plaintiff Steering Committees
in various drug and other mass torts. Additionally Mr.
Shkolnik has also held officer positions in the New York
State Trial Lawyers, Nassau County Bar Association and
Committee Chair positions in ATLA Health Care Finance
Litigation Group, Orthopedic Implant Litigation Group, AAJ
Breast Cancer Litigation Group, Co-Chair AAJ Heart Device
Litigation Group and the Chair of the Medtronic ICD and
CRTD Litigation Sub Group.

New York State Trial Lawyers
New Jersey
United States District Court,
District of New Jersey

Honors
New York Super Lawyers
(2006–2017)

Publications
Sikkelee: A Victory for Plaintiffs
and its Implications for Aviation
Product Liability Claims,
American Association for Justice

Mr. Shkolnik has also lectured and organized seminars
on issues involving Guidant, Medtronic and St. Jude

Aviation Law Newsletter,
Winter 2017

pacemakers, ICD and Lead Wire recall science and

Danger in the Ring by Marie Bren-

litigation; Cardiac Device product liability litigation, Class

ner, Vanity Fair, January 2014

Actions topics such as Ethics of Mass Tort Settlements,
Lone Pine, State Federal Coordination and Preemption
and on multiple occasions, on science related to various
pharmaceuticals.

Divided They
Fall: Concepcion’s Effect on
Consumer and Employee Claims
(Co-Author: Richard J. Arsenault,
Esq.), NYSTLA, Vol. 1, 2012

Full bio › goo.gl/LJX3FJ
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Fellow
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(NYSTLA), Board of Directors;
Past Secretary, Assistant
Treasurer and Treasurer
Long Island Affiliate of the
NYSTLA, Past President
Nassau County Bar Association,
Past Vice-Chairman, Medical
Legal Committee
AAJ, Past Vice-Chairman,
Healthcare Finance Litigation
Group
AAJ Health Orthopedic Implant
Litigation Group, Past ViceChairman, Science Committee
Director
AAJ, Past Chairman, Health
Breast Cancer Litigation Group
AAJ, Co-Chair, Health Heart
Device Litigation Group
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TEAM PROFILES

Paul J. Napoli
Of Counsel

Bar Admissions

Affiliations

Paul J. Napoli has achieved hundreds

New York

National September 11

of million dollar verdicts and settlements for

Memorial & Museum

his clients and has also received many awards

(Board Member)

from his peers.

New York State Bar Association

He serves as a Board Member of the National September

(Former Board Member)

11 Memorial & Museum and has previously served on

United States District Court,
Eastern District of New York
United States District Court,
Southern District of New York

St. John’s Loughlin Society
United States District Court,

(Benefactors’ Council)

Northern District of New York
New York State Court, Appellate

and magazine articles and is frequently consulted by
attorneys around the country on a variety of mass tort,

United States Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit

The Cost of Contamination,
American Water Works

United States Court of Appeals

Association Journal, What’s

for the Third Circuit

New in Water and Waste Water,

Honors
Lawyers of Distinction, 2016
Litigator Award, 2015

interviewed on numerous television shows, in newspaper

Law Dean’s Advisory Counsel

Publications

United States Supreme Court

Association, is active in several bar associations, has been

St. John’s University School of
Division Second Judicial Dept.

Illinois

the Board of Directors of the New York Trial Lawyers

November 2012

professional malpractice and general liability issues.
Paul lobbied New York State and the U.S. Congress for
and was instrumental in obtaining two important pieces
of legislation to assist WTC- injured workers. These are
an amendment to New York’s General Municipal Law
§50-I (“JIMMY NOLAN’S LAW”) that provided a one-year
savings statute for otherwise time-barred first responder

Compensation through legislation
for 9/11 responders and victims:
An analysis of Zadroga
(Co-Author Brian Crosby),

claims and the JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH AND
COMPENSATION ACT OF 2010 (“Zadroga Bill”), which
provides for medical monitoring and cash awards for

Westlaw Journal - Toxic Torts,

injured first responders and other WTC survivors, local

Volume 29, Issue 8 / June 2011

office workers and community members injured by the

Physician Liability In Diet Drug

Litigation Counsel of America,

Litigation, Paul J. Napoli NYLJ

The Trial Lawyer Honorary

April 20, 1998

post-9/11 fallout.
Full bio › goo.gl/DKsvqz

Society, Senior Fellow
Legal Leaders, MartindaleHubbell Top Rated Lawyers,
2014 & 2015
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Louise R. Caro

Patrick N. Haines

Partner

Partner

Louise R. Caro is the managing attorney for our

Patrick N. Haines is managing attorney for the firm’s

Miami, Florida office.

offices in Edwardsville, IL as well as in Austin, TX.

Her practice focuses on plaintiff’s mass tort litigation,

His practice focuses on helping victims of asbestos and

concentrating on helping people harmed by exposure

other toxic substances obtain compensation for their

to hazardous soil, water and air contaminants. Ms.

injuries. Patrick has represented over 1000 victims of

Caro has represented clients harmed by a multitude of

mesothelioma from all over the U.S. and has successfully

environmental pollutants and toxins such as arsenic,

tried cases to verdict in Texas and Louisiana. His trial

lead, and dioxin, in soils and public water supply wells.

victories include the first asbestos verdicts ever against
Borg Warner Corporation and Exxon Mobil. He has
litigated cases involving injuries from vinyl chloride,

Full bio › goo.gl/sqIjZQ

benzene, carbon disulfide and drugs like Vioxx.

Full bio › goo.gl/sOebsb

James Heisman

Nicholas R. Farnolo

Partner

Partner

James Heisman is the managing attorney for

Nicholas R. Farnolo leads the Product

the Delaware office.

Liability Department.

He has been litigating complex commercial disputes on

He represents a variety of local, national and

a national basis for over twenty years. His experience

international clients in mass tort, class action,

includes intellectual property litigation, unfair

mechanical product liability, aviation, commercial, and

competition claims, trade secret and employee non-

personal injury matters. Mr. Farnolo handles all phases

compete cases as well as construction and general

of litigation from intake to settlement or trial.

business litigation. He is a frequent guest lecturer on
topics involving patent litigation and construction law.

Full bio › goo.gl/I7F1Pb

Full bio › goo.gl/UxO5RC
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Christopher R. LoPalo

Shayna E. Sacks

Partner

Partner

Christopher R. LoPalo is an experienced litigator

Shayna E. Sacks focuses her nationwide practice on

who manages the firm’s World Trade Center and

obtaining the best results for her clients in the areas

Pharmaceutical Departments.

of mass tort litigation, including pharmaceutical

His practice primarily focuses on the litigation of
complex mass tort litigations involving products

products liability, personal injury, medical device and
medical malpractice cases.

liability, personal injury, medical malpractice, wrongful

She was recently appointed to serve as

death, environmental, negligence and class actions all

Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel in the In Re Plavix Product

over the country. Mr. Lopalo is an integral player in

Liability and Marketing Litigation by the Honorable

successfully recovering millions of dollars on behalf of

Freda L. Wolfson of the United States District Court,

the firm’s clients.

District of New Jersey.

Full bio › goo.gl/UbgnnS

Full bio › goo.gl/4167yF

Paul B. Maslo

Jennifer R. Liakos

Partner

Partner

Paul Maslo is a Partner in the firm’s Class Actions

Ms. Liakos’ practice focuses on mass tort litigation,

and Commercial Litigation Department.

including pharmaceutical product liability, personal

He is also the Department’s Chair and the firm’s

injury, and medical device litigation.

General Counsel. Mr. Maslo has extensive experience

She predominantly concentrates on injuries affecting

representing plaintiffs and defendants in litigation

women and children, antidepressant-induced suicide

involving securities fraud, antitrust violations, complex

and cases involving injuries caused by toxic shock syn-

financial products, business torts, contractual disputes,

drome. Ms. Liakos has testified before the U.S. Food and

valuation, partnership disputes, business dissolution,

Drug Administration (FDA) advisory board on amending

shareholder oppression, healthcare, and the sale of art.

the regulations concerning generic manufacturer liability.

Full bio › goo.gl/TAY2fd

Full bio › goo.gl/wdbPz3
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VERDICTS & SETTLEMENTS

Results On Record
Building on the firm’s ongoing success, we represent clients
in complex litigation, arbitration proceedings and mediations.

$ 30.75 Million Settlement

“Many of our clients come to
us at their most vulnerable.
Our representation is a
combination of compassion
and understanding in
addition to the best legal
representation we can
provide.”

For a class of over 4500 Oklahoma royalty interest
owners against several big oil companies for their
unauthorized deduction from royalty payments
owed to claimants.

$ 650 Million Settlement
The firm negotiated this settlement to resolve the
claims of approximately 4,000 Pradaxa® users who
claimed to have been injured by the drug.

Marie Napoli, Partner

$ 17 Million Settlement
This settlement was reached on behalf of four U.S.
Military Servicemen who were killed in a UH-60A
Blackhawk helicopter crash. The action alleged
improper maintenance and servicing of the DynCorp
International LLC accident aircraft.

Multi-Million Dollar Settlement
‘Fracking’ Settlement for over 50 residents of Dimock,
PA, in actions against a natural gas companies for
contamination of their drinking water supply wells.

$ 100 Million Settlement
This settlement was reached on behalf of the
injured women who used the birth control device,
NuvaRing®.

$ 24.5 Million Settlement
For injuries sustained by Rescue and Recovery
workers at Ground Zero from toxic dust at Fresh Kills
landfill.

Featured in the award-winning 2010 documentary
Gasland that focuses on the environmental impacts
of natural gas drilling operations.

$ 10 Million Settlement
For over 300 residents of Brooklyn, NY, in their
action against several oil companies for personal

$ 47.5 Million Settlement
For injuries sustained by Rescue and Recovery

injury and property damage caused by one of the
longest ongoing oil spills in United States history.

workers at ground zero from toxic dust recovered
from The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.
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VERDICTS & SETTLEMENTS

“We believe in holding
those responsible for
our client’s suffering
accountable and we are
ready to take on the fight.”
Hunter J. Shkolnik, Partner

$ 2 Million Settlement
Our client was exposed to asbestos during his
career as an insulator. At the direction of the owners
and general contractors, he was brought into
direct contact with asbestos-containing products
through his work. The firm successfully obtained
this settlement on behalf of our client and his family
against major oil companies such as ExxonMobile,

$ 816.45 Million Settlement

Shell Oil Co., and Chevron/Union Oil as well as major
contractors and products manufacturers.

For injuries sustained by Firefighters, Police
Officers and Construction Workers at Ground Zero
from toxic dust.

$ 7 Million Settlement
For a water district and its more than 3,000 clients

$ 7.8 Million Settlement

for damages resulting from MTBE contamination of
drinking water supply wells in Rhode Island.

Value on behalf of customers whose personal
and financial information was compromised due
to the company’s failure to properly protect this
information.

$ 8 Million Federal Court Settlement
The firm obtained this settlement on behalf of a
senior citizen who was struck by a Mack truck tractor

$ 2.5 Million Settlement
Against an investment advisor firm for breach of

trailer while walking in a crosswalk. The pedestrian
suffered a traumatic leg amputation after being run
over by the truck.

their fiduciary duties to their clients.

$ 52 Million Settlement

$ 950,000 Settlement
This medical malpractice settlement was obtained on

For environmental contamination of municipal

behalf of a husband and two young children who lost

water supplies of MTBE by Petroleum Refiners

their wife and mother after her serious streptococcal

and Retailers.

infection went undiagnosed.

$ 11 Million Settlement
For a water district serving over 48,000 residents
in an action against several industrial entities for
contamination.

$ 28 Million Settlement
For injuries sustained by Rescue and Recovery
Workers at Ground Zero from Toxic Dust while
working on the Barges and Piers.

“Effective case
management is a key
component to success.
We strive to provide
excellent customer service
while working towards
justice for our clients.”
Paul J. Napoli, Of Counsel
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On the air and in the media.

Press Highlights
Napoli Shkolnik PLLC partners
and attorneys remain at the forefront of
many litigations and therefore are sought
after speakers. They have been interviewed in
newspaper and magazine articles around the
country on a variety of legal issues.
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ON THE AIR

May 1, 2017

April 7, 2017

Arkansas Execution
Sparks Outrage

Man Charged with
Killing Shoplifter

Fox News

HLN

PrimeTime Justice

Hunter comments on the 4th Arkansas death-

Marie discusses the credibility of the man

row execution in 8 days.

accused of shooting the fleeing suspect
nine times.

April 12, 2017

April 7, 2017

Call For Investigation
into United Airlines

Cops Want to Know
Why Teen Allegedly
Killed Stepmom

Fox Business

Breaking

HLN

Hunter says that United Airlnes is now facing a
multi-million-dollar lawsuit.

PrimeTime Justice

Marie offers a possible legal defense for a
murder suspect who is in his teens.

April 11, 2016

April 7, 2017

Former U.S. House
Speaker Dennis
Hastert Scandal

Mystery Deepens
After Coed Vanishes:
Was She Kidnapped?

CBS News

HLN

Justice

PrimeTime Justice

Hunter is not sure there will ever be justice

Marie speaks about the possible kidnapping of

in this case.

a young woman.

April 11, 2017

April 6, 2017

Aaron Hernandez
Murder Trial

Young Woman
Burned Alive
Murdered?

LawNewz

Live Coverage

HLN

Marie weighs in on Aaron Hernandez’s lead

PrimeTime Justice

attorney’s, Jose Baez, closing arguments in the

Hunter discusses a woman burned alive in her

murder trial.

home as neighbors heard her screams for help.
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ON THE AIR

April 6, 2017

March 21, 2017

Murder on Video

FBI Began Trump
Investigation in
July 2016

HLN

PrimeTime Justice

Hunter talks about a mother

Fox News

of 3 young children who is shot to death in front
of her kids while driving to daycare.

Strategy Room

Marie appears on the show to talk about FBI
Director Comey’s testimony before Congress.

April 4, 2017

March 21, 2017

Aaron Hernandez
Double Murder Trial

Neil Gorsuch Faces
Tough Hearing

LawNewz Network

Fox News

Live

Strategy Room

Hunter talks through the opening statements,

Marie speaks about Neil Gorsuch’s Supreme

witnesses, testimony and sidebars of the Aaron

Court Confirmation Hearings.

Hernandez murder trial.

March 28, 2017

March 20, 2017

Nash Landfill
Suit Filed

Residents Exposed to
Contaminated Wells

Spectrum News

News12 Long Island

Louise explains the notice of claim that was

Marie informed viewers about blood testing and

filed on behalf of residents living near the toxic

on the health risks associated with contaminated

Wheatfield landfill.

well water.

March 23, 2017

March 13, 2017

Chemical Exposure
Lawsuit

Man Convicted of
Scalping Girlfriend,
Mouths Off to Judge

WCBS News

HLN

Marie discusses the importance of medical

PrimeTime Justice

monitoring for the Westhampton, Long Island

Marie says the defendant’s disrespect to the

community.

Court might have impacted his sentencing.
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ON THE AIR

March 13, 2017

February 8, 2017

Ex-Porn Star Testifies
About Relationship
with MMA Fighter

Texas Rangers
Join Search for
MVP’s Jersey

HLN

HLN

PrimeTime Justice

PrimeTime Justice

Marie’s opinion is that War Machine’s ex-

Hunter speaks about the value of Tom Brady’s

girlfriend provoked the attack.

missing Super Bowl jersey.

March 9, 2016

January 29, 2016

City of Flint Water
Emergency

Flint Water Crisis
Fallout

Local Affiliate

Fox Business

New at 4

Hunter explains how children are facing

News Alert

Hunter represents clients in Flint, Michigan.

neurological damage due to lead exposure.

February 8, 2017

January 26, 2017

Britney Spears’ Niece
Injured After Driving
Into Pond

“Catwoman” Facing
Felony Charge In
Brawl with Ex

HLN

HLN

PrimeTime Justice

PrimeTime Justice

Hunter discusses Britney Spears’ niece’s

Hunter speaks on divorce, settlements and

ATV accident.

domestic violence.

February 8, 2017

January 26, 2017

Armed Customer
Shoots, Kills Alleged
Shoplifter

Home Health
Care Horror

HLN

PrimeTime Justice

HLN

Hunter speaks on elder abuse incident.

Hunter comments on whether or not a recent
Walmart shooting is felony murder.
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ON THE AIR

January 26, 2017

June 7, 2016

Mom Charged
with Murder

Businesses React
to NC Law

HLN

Fox Business

PrimeTime Justice

Hunter remarks on a family dispute that resulted
in murder and child suicide.

Cavuto Coast

to Coast
Marie talks about the North Carolina transgender
bathroom laws.

January 26, 2017

December 29, 2015

Truck Swerving on
Interstate Crashes
into Police SUV

Breaking News:
Black Lives Matter

HLN

PrimeTime Justice

Fox Business

Exclusive

Marie speaks on the Mall of America protests.

Hunter expresses his opinion on civil liability,
heron use and DWI.

October 17, 2016

Can Trump
Successfully Sue
New York Times?

Stay Updated
Follow NapoliShkolnik on

WHDT World News 9
Hunter speaks about Donald Trump’s threat to
sue the NYT for libel.

August 17, 2016

Michigan Couple
Suing Pokemon Go
Creators
Fox News

Your World With Cavuto

Hunter questions whether or not this case has

From our national offices to the world.

merit.
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EXCERPTS

April 20, 2017

Rookie Judges Start to
Wrangle MDL Dockets
Amanda Bronstad

The National Law Journal

Lawyers who sued Stryker Orthopaedics
over recalled hip implant components wanted a single
judge to oversee about 30 cases filed in the past year.
At the top of their list was U.S. District Judge Frank
Donovan in Minnesota—an obvious choice, having
overseen thousands of cases brought over another
Stryker hip implant that settled for $1 billion.
But on April 5, the U.S. Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation instead chose U.S. District Judge Indira Talwani in
Boston, a relative newcomer to the federal bench who
has never before handled a multidistrict litigation proceeding, or MDL.
In its order, the panel noted that five of the Stryker cases
were already pending in her courtroom. Further, it said,
she had “not yet had an opportunity to preside over an

“Although it is unusual for
a newly appointed judge
to have experience and
understanding of mass torts
in general, here we not
only have a highly skilled
and well qualified jurist,
but also one with extensive
and successful experience
in the highly complex
pharmaceutical mass
tort field,” wrote Hunter
Shkolnik, a partner at
New York’s Napoli Shkolnik.

MDL docket.”
That’s become an increasingly common phrase in orders
from the MDL panel, which in 2016 transferred cases to
15 first time MDL judges, according to a review of the
panel’s assignments conducted by The National Law
Journal. It’s the first time in at least five years that the
majority of judges chosen to oversee an MDL had never

Charles Breyer of the Northern District of California, one
of seven federal judges from across the country who
comprise the MDL panel.
“There has been an effort to reach out to newer judges, to
bring them into the MDL process, so as to give a greater

done it before.

MDL experience to the judiciary as a whole,” said Breyer, a

Among the new initiates to the complex world of MDL

to handle very large cases, but the only way you acquire

litigation are Obama appointees Lorna Schofield in Manhattan Ketanji Brown Jackson in Washington, D.C.; Vince
Chhabria in San Francisco; and Brian Martinotti in New
Jersey. Notably, as the baton passes to a new generation
of MDL judges, more women and minority jurists have
been drawn into their ranks.

veteran MDL judge himself. “You need a skill set in order
that skill set is through experience. We look for MDL judges who are new to take smaller cases, to acquire the skill
set, so eventually they’ll get to the larger case.”

Read further › goo.gl/Hn8Tts

The widening circle is no fluke, said U.S. District Judge
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April 19, 2017

Napoli Shkolnik to Appear Before
The United States Supreme Court
Market Wired

Partner Marie Napoli said
“the impact of this decision
will have far reaching
effects on the rights
of victims in their fight
against corporate greed
and influence.”

for the injuries their products cause. Bristol-Myers Squibb
Company challenged these decisions at every turn.
Since the inception of this litigation, Plaintiffs have successfully argued that contacts with California were sufficiently
“related to” the claims of the out-of-state plaintiffs to justify
an exercise of specific jurisdiction based in large part on

The issue being heard is a challenge to

their nationwide marketing and promotion decisions.

the California Supreme Court’s decision that out of

Multiple briefs in support of Plaintiffs were filed by vari-

state victims may sue in California.

ous advocacy groups, nonprofit organizations, public in-

Plaintiffs, including representatives from Napoli Shkolnik,
appeared before the United States Supreme Court. The

terest groups, and educators.
Napoli Shkolnik PLLC is looking forward to presenting

Court is considering a challenge to California’s highest

Plaintiffs’ position to the Justices along with appellate

court decision which upheld the rule of law that out-of-

counsel Thomas Goldstein of Goldstein & Russell P.C.

state victims can join California residents in suing a phar-

Shayna E. Sacks, a partner with the firm, said she is “con-

maceutical company in California State Court where the

fident that the United States Supreme Court will agree

claims and injuries are similar.

with the California Supreme Court and continue to hold

This case involves litigation filed on behalf of hundreds of
individuals from 33 states who sustained injuries associat-

the pharmaceutical industry and other large corporations
responsible for their deceptive nationwide practices.”

ed with the drug Plavix®. The Superior Court of San Francisco, the Court of Appeal of the State of California and the

Read further › goo.gl/hLhS6A

Supreme Court of the State of California all validated Plaintiffs’ position that corporations must be held accountable
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April 18, 2017

LaBelle Residents File Federal Lawsuit
Over Coal Waste Dump
Scott Beveridge

Observer-Reporter

Residents of a Fayette County village

“I think the people that live
there in LaBelle are being
completely ignored and
have been poisoned for
some time, and it’s
not going to stop,” said
the resident’s attorney,
Louise R. Caro.

have filed a federal class-action lawsuit against
FirstEnergy Corp. and others claiming they are
being subjected to dangerous chemicals from
fugitive dust that leaves a large coal waste dump
along the Monongahela River.
The plaintiffs from LaBelle filed the lawsuit Friday seeking
relief in the form of health monitoring from the corporation, as well as NRG Energy Inc. and Matt Canestrale Contraction Inc. of Belle Vernon, the court record indicates.
“I think the people that live there in LaBelle are being com-

and NRG Energy of Princeton, N.J., Caro stated in the law-

pletely ignored and have been poisoned for some time,

suit. “The pile covers a large hill that looms high over the

and it’s not going to stop,” said their attorney, Louise R.

town of LaBelle, Pennsylvania,” she stated in the records.

Caro of Philadelphia. “That dust is not contained, and
with the weather, wind, LaBelle is always getting inundated with this dust.”

“The coal ash is sent by open, uncovered barge to the
prep site and then by open, uncovered truck up to the
refuse site.”

The lawsuit claims the residents have been subjected
to dust from the 506.7-acre site that includes lead, arsenic, cadmium and chromium. The site dates to 1903,
when it was owned by Vesta Coal Co., a subsidiary of
Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp. It quickly became the largest coal-preparation processing site in the world, the
lawsuit states.

Caro said such an operation should not have been conducted so close to homes.
FirstEnergy spokeswoman Stephanie Walton said Pennsylvania promotes the use of coal ash to close and reclaim legacy mine property, and that thousands of acres
of land have been successfully reclaimed with the mate-

The owners of the site went bankrupt in the 1990s before
Canestrale entered into a contract in 1995 to purchase
the processing company’s assets. Canestrale also entered
into a consent agreement with the state Department of
Environmental Protection in 1997 that outlined its duties

rial across the state.
“No material from FirstEnergy power plants is currently
being beneficially used at LaBelle,” Walton said.
She said FirstEnergy is reviewing the lawsuit.

to reclaim and close the site, the lawsuit contends.
Canestrale reclaimed the site with coal ash generated

Read further › goo.gl/BCuJe5

at power plants operated by First Energy of Akron, Ohio,
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April 16, 2017

Health Clinic Got Me Hooked On
Opioids for Financial Gain: Suit
Julia Marsh

When Alvin Floyd arrived at Parkville
Medical Health in Brooklyn on April 7,
law-enforcement officials were raiding the
alleged pill mill.

New York Post

“They (the defendants)
acted with complete
disregard for human
dignity,” said Paul Napoli.

“I had a panic attack,” Floyd, 66, recalled. “I knew I wasn’t
going to get my medication.”

The Brooklyn Supreme Court lawsuit seeks unspecified

Then the withdrawal started.

damages against Feygin, Brook-Krasny, the clinic, phar-

“I was throwing up, having stomach cramps and I couldn’t
hardly sleep. I got depressed. I’ve been depressed since
then,” he told The Post.

maceutical companies and Duane Reade, where he filled
his prescriptions.
The suit says the companies and the pharmacy ignored

Floyd has filed the first lawsuit related to the alleged

obvious red flags that the clinic was operating a pill mill.

narcotics scheme, which allegedly was perpetrated, in

“Dr. Feygin and his staff took advantage of their patients

part, by former state Assemblyman Alec Brook-Krasny

to continue to fund his lavish lifestyle, at the expense of

(D-Brooklyn).

the health of patients such as Mr. Floyd,” said his attor-

Floyd, of Harlem, first started seeing doctors at Parkville
nearly five years ago for relief from pain related to a hip

ney Joseph L. Ciaccio, of the law firm Napoli Shkolnik.
“They acted with complete disregard for human dignity,”

replacement.

said Paul Napoli, another attorney for Floyd.

He says doctors eventually prescribed him as many as

Brook-Krasny, who resigned from the Assembly in 2015,

120 30-milligram pills at a time, and he was popping up

was one of 13 people indicted April 7 for allegedly help-

to six pills a day, including oxycodone, oxymorphone,

ing facilitate a multimillion-dollar pill-mill ring in Brooklyn.

morphine, muscle relaxants and other opioids.
“My blood pressure went up and I started gaining weight,”
Floyd said. “The opioids made me feel like I was in a fog. I

Reps for Feygin and Brook-Krasny did not return messages. A Duane Reade spokesman declined to comment
on the pending litigation.

just couldn’t focus.”
He says a clothing line he had started folded and he

Read further › goo.gl/hJnbbo

could no longer pursue his dream of recording music.
The physicians at the Brooklyn clinic, led by Dr. Lazar Feygin, also performed unnecessary tests on patients for reimbursements from Medicare and Medicaid, the suit alleges.
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Law Firm Advertises Hyannis
Water Class-Action Suit
Geoff Spillane

Lawsuit would be latest in growing
web of legal action based on contamination from
firefighting foams.
Manhattan-based law firm is seeking clients who believe

Cape Cod Times

“We are looking back a
long time for exposure,”
Caro said. “We suspect it
was significant.

they may have been poisoned by contamination of the
Hyannis water supply.

The temporary advisories warned pregnant women,

Napoli Shkolnik, PLLC began running advertisements on

nursing mothers and infants to avoid consuming water

Facebook this week in connection with the planned class

from the public water supply. Carbon treatment systems

action. In addition, letters to residents and businesses in

have since been installed and the water is again safe to

the Hyannis Water District are being mailed, according to

drink, according to town officials.

Louise Caro, a partner in the firm who specializes in litigation involving exposure to hazardous soil, water and
air contaminants.

Perfluorinated chemicals have been linked to health
problems that include thyroid disorders, developmental
effects on fetuses during pregnancy, liver damage and

The firm has created a website for the potential action:
massachusettswater.napolilaw.com.

testicular and kidney cancer.
“Residents of Hyannis have been unknowingly poisoned

“It is not uncommon for these so-called mass tort law

by the town water for years. It is time that those respon-

firms to reach out with public announcements to identify

sible for making and releasing those contaminants into

potential clients,” Barnstable Assistant Attorney Charles

our water system clean it up and help those people who

McLaughlin said.

developed cancers,” read a Napoli Shkolnik Facebook ad

Barnstable town officials have issued public health advisories for the Hyannis water system twice since 2015.

that appeared online on Wednesday. “Did you drink the
water? Get started filing your claim today!”

In both instances, levels of the perfluorinated chemicals

Caro said she expects the filing of a class-action lawsuit,

PFOS and PFOA above the U.S. Environmental Protection

which has already been drafted, to occur quickly.

Agency health advisory limits were found in wells serving
18,000 residents and businesses in Hyannis, Hyannisport

“Once we start receiving responses, we will go to Hyannis

and West Hyannisport.

and have a town hall style meeting with a toxicologist at-

The chemicals are typically found in the types of firefight-

just a couple of weeks.”

tending by Skype,” she said. “This can happen very fast, in

ing foams that have been used in the past at the Barnstable County Fire and Rescue Training Academy and
Barnstable Municipal Airport.
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Lawsuit Filed Against Town Over
Possible Soil Contamination
Callan Gray

News 4 Local Affiliate WVIB

Legal action against the Town of

“We continue to do testing
and we’re finding more
contamination,” said
Caro. “We’re finding
contamination in people’s
homes that are unlivable.

Wheatfield is moving forward.
Some Niagara County residents say they’re sick from
contamination from Love Canal waste disposed of at the
Niagara Sanitation Landfill.
The DEC finished remediation of the Love Canal waste
at the landfill last year and plans to do more testing
this spring.

Medical monitoring would require a fund be set up to

A complaint has now been filed on behalf of at least 60
people who live near the landfill.
The Napoli Shkolnik PLLC, Smith Stag L.L.C., and lawyer

have doctors test residents to see what they have been
exposed to.
“A lot of people are sick, it’s amazing how many people are

Christen Civiletto are representing the residents.

sick actually,” said Caro.

Louise Caro, the head of the environmental law depart-

The complaint alleges not enough action was taken to

ment for Napoli Shkolnik, told News 4 summons will go
out on Monday to the Town of Wheatfield, Niagara Sanitation Company, Occidental Chemical Corporation, Bell
Helicopter Textron Inc., Saint-Gobain Abrasives, Roe
Consolidated Holdings, Graphite Specialties, Crown Beverage Packaging, and Grief Inc.

prevent residents from exposure to toxic chemicals. The
three law firms have been conducting soil tests and the
complaint outlines each of the toxins they say they discovered.
“We continue to do testing and we’re finding more contamination,” said Caro. “We’re finding contamination in

Since January, more than 160 notices of claim have been
filed. Caro told News 4 the Town of Wheatfield has 30
days to respond to those notices of claim but that time
has run out for some of those notices.
This complaint represents only some of the notices of
claim, Caro said there will be more lawsuits filed.
The complaint filed on March 26 seeks monetary dam-

people’s homes that are unlivable.”
She said environmental cases can take years to resolve.
“Here I think we need some movement and action sooner
than normal because it’s that critical,” said Caro.
She told News 4 they expect more affected neighbors to
come forward.

ages for personal injury, monetary damages for property
damage, and calls for medical monitoring.
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Newburgh Hauled Into Court
Over Toxic Water
Christine Stuart

Courthouse News Service

Unaware before this summer that
they have been bathing in, drinking and cooking
with toxic water, dozens of Newburgh, New York,
residents are fighting to file a late notice of claim.
The March 22 petition in Orange County Supreme Court
comes seven months after state regulators bestowed ignominious Superfund status to the Stewart Air National
Guard Base, just 2.5 miles west of Newburgh.
Overseen by the federal government, the Superfund program is designed to clean up sites of toxic waste. Lead
plaintiffs Desiree and Robert Sampson say the base’s
designation means that there have been “alarming levels”

In fact, the city of Newburgh was
aware of the PFOS in the drinking
water before any of its customers…
contamination investigation remains ongoing, with officials taking citizen blood samples “to this very day.”
The residents are represented by Tate Kunkle of the
Manhattan firm Napoli Shkolnik.
Attorneys for the city have not returned a request for
comment.

of the toxic chemical perfluorooctanesulfonic acid, oth-

Newburgh, pop. 28,000, is about 90 minutes north of

erwise known as PFOS, in Newburgh’s public and private

New York City.

supply wells since at least 2014.

PFOS was detected in Lake Washington, the city’s drink-

Joined by 31 other current and former Newburgh res-

ing water supply, three years ago at a level of 170 parts

idents, the Sampsons say Newburgh’s negligence ex-

per trillion, which at the time was below the recommend-

posed them to PFOS and PFOA, short for perfluorooc-

ed 400 parts per trillion recommended by the U.S. En-

tanoic acid, causing “severe and permanent personal,

vironmental Protection Agency. The EPA later set a new

physical, emotional, and psychological injuries.”
Seeking leave for having exceeded a 90-day time limit

level of 70 parts per trillion, and Newburgh declared an
emergency in May 2016, shifting to a new water source.

to file claims, the residents note has nevertheless been

Officials have accused Stewart Air National Guard Base

aware of the facts underlying their claims within the 90-

of using the chemical PFOS for years at in firefighting

day period.

emergencies and drills.

“In fact, the city of Newburgh was aware of the PFOS in the
drinking water before any of its customers and will be in

Read further › goo.gl/n74CAs

no way prejudiced by the four-month delay in filing the
notice of claims,” the petition states.
There has been no prejudice either, the residents say,
since their health statuses have not changed, and the
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Homeowners Near Westhampton
Air Base Plan To Sue Suffolk County
Over Drinking Water Contamination
Erin McKinley

The Southampton Press

Isaac and Arneal Green said they’ve
heard rumblings about possible drinking water
well contamination for years.
That is the main reason why the couple, who live on Hazelwood Avenue in Westhampton Beach, have had their
private water well tested for contaminants every few

“Almost every household in the area
has some serious illness,” Napoli
Shkolnik PLLC client Ms. Liggon said.
“Not one individual house that doesn’t
have a health ailment that needs to
be monitored.”

years since moving to the area in 1976.
Those tests have always come back negative—which
made it all the more surprising when they were contacted in July by Suffolk County officials who wanted to test

Water Authority finished hooking up their home to public
water at no cost.

their well water for two new chemicals, perfluorooctane

“I had heard inklings of possible contamination at the

sulfonate, or PFOS, and perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA.

base years ago,” Mr. Green said this week. “But it was

It turns out that those chemicals, since traced back to
fire suppression foam used in the past at the New York
Air National Guard base at Francis S. Gabreski Airport in

never really mentioned what it was and then, all of a
sudden, it became a thing. I don’t know who put a flame
under whose rear-end, but it became a big thing—fast.”

Westhampton, were never included in testing, because

The Greens are now listed as plaintiffs in a notice of claim

they were never deemed a hazard by the federal gov-

filed on October 20 against Suffolk County, which owns
the airport where the chemicals have been traced. The

ernment.
That has since changed, and, within two days of being
contacted by the county, the Greens learned that their
well had tested positive. A second round of testing revealed that their water contained elevated levels of one
of the contaminants specifically, their water contained
0.086 parts per billion of PFOA, above the Environmen-

notice, typically a precursor to an actual lawsuit, contends
that the county was negligent in protecting homeowners
with private wells for decades. In total 39 notices have
been filed against Suffolk County, representing more
than 100 residents from Westhampton, Westhampton
Beach and Quiogue.

tal Protection Agency’s new recommended safe level of
Read further › goo.gl/nELt9X

0.07 ppb.
They were immediately instructed to stop drinking their
well water, and the county began sending them weekly
water bottle deliveries. In December, the Suffolk County
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Napoli Shkolnik PLLC Files Lawsuit
Against Helicopter Manufacturer
Military & Aerospace Electronica

According to the Complaint, Agusta
Westland deceived purchasers by
knowingly failing to disclose this defect
when the helicopters were first sold
and, even after the FAA’s warning…
According to the Complaint, AgustaWestland deceived
purchasers by knowingly failing to disclose this defect
when the helicopters were first sold and, even after the
FAA’s warning, failed to do anything to compensate owners in any way.
The complaint alleges claims under California consumer
fraud and warranty laws, as well as common law fraud
claims. Napoli Shkolnik will be filing additional lawsuits on
behalf of owners in other states.

Napoli Shkolnik PLLC, on behalf of
its clients, filed suit against AgustaWestland
Philadelphia Corp. in the United States District
Court for the Southern District of California.
AgustaWestland is the North American distributor
of Agusta A1091A and A109A MK II helicopters.

Napoli Shkolnik PLLC is experienced in the field of consumer litigation. The firm has achieved billions of dollars
in recovery for their clients, including in the field of aviation-related litigation. The firm believes that the owners
of these aircraft should receive compensation.

These helicopters were identified last year by the FAA
as being defective. As the Complaint notes, “[b]ecause
of the tiny interior cracks that may develop with the Aircraft’s blades, the FAA requires owners to engage in a
four-hour inspection process prior to using the Aircraft.
This effectively renders the Aircraft unusable. Nor is the
defect remedied by blade replacement because all available replacement blades would suffer from a similar defect and require the same onerous inspection process
after 500 hours of use.”
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October 5, 2016

Lawyers Want Affected, Blood Tested
in Water Contamination Lawsuit
Ted Skroback

KOAA 5

(NBC Affiliate Colorado)

The class action lawsuit being filed

“These companies have the
obligation if they’re going
to sell the product to warn
appropriately, let every
end user know how to
use it safely and whether
or not you can affect the
surrounding environment,”
said Hunter Shkolnik.

over groundwater contamination in the
Fountain/Security/Widefield area is going after
manufacturers of the fire retardant used by the
air force that seeped into the ground water supply
leaving behind accelerated levels of cancer causing
PFC’s.
McDivitt Law is teaming up with a law firm from New
York that specializes in environmental class action
awsuits. They are in town meeting with clients of the lawsuit against

manufacturing companies who they say should pay vic- “If you get a blood test for $700, if you multiply that
times everybody that needs to be blood tested that’s a
tims for high amounts of PFC’s found in the Fountain/
very expensive proposition. We think it’s a community

Security/Widfield water supply.

health problem, we think it’s a public health problem,”

“I said we need to have some heavy hitters to help us out,
this is a, this is a big case because there’s a lot of people
involved and the people on the other side we feel should
be held accountable have more money than God, “said
Mike McDivitt.

said McDivitt.
The lawsuit started with over 1,000 signatures and is now
over 1,500.
“These companies have the obligation if they’re going to

There are six manufacturing companies named in the
lawsuit, but no mention or intention of going after the Air
Force that used the foam as a fire retardant.
“They’ve produced no documents to show that they’ve
notified the end user of the appropriate way to use this,”

sell the product to warn appropriately, let every end user
know how to use it safely and whether or not you can affect the surrounding environment,” said Hunter Shkolnik.
There’s a second class action suit field a Denver law firm,
a court could find that it’s best the two lawsuits merge.

said Paul Napoli of Napoli Shkolnik PLLC from New York,
“so to be careful that if you put it on the ground it’s somehow going to end up in the water.”

Read further › goo.gl/qMN0SV

The law offices also think the government should pay to
get residents in affected area blood tested, they say up
to 70,000 thousand people could be affected.
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Flight Attendants Sue Boeing Over
Sudden Descent Injuries
John Marzulli

Daily News

…The flight attendants were
still up and about securing
the serving carts, said
lawyer Hunter Shkolnik.
The flight crew was tossed
like rag dolls, and some
suffered broken bones.
About 300 passengers on the flight from Kennedy Airport to Buenos Aires were strapped in their seats, but
the flight attendants were still up and about securing the
serving carts, said lawyer Hunter Shkolnik.
The flight crew was tossed like rag dolls, and some suffered broken bones. All are dealing post-traumatic stress
disorder as a result of the near-death experience, the

The Boeing aircraft company is being
sued by seven flight attendants who were injured
when their American Airlines jet plunged 4,000-feet
nose-first in less than one minute due to a freak
incident in the cockpit.

suit says.
Two spouses of the plaintiffs are also suing Boeing and
Ipeco, the maker of the flight seat.
The pilots were able to bring the huge jet under control

The suit alleges that as the first officer sat down, his allegedly defective flight seat lurched to the full-forward
position trapping him against the plane’s yoke, and disengaging the auto-pilot.

and make a safe landing.
A spokesman for Boeing which makes the aircraft, declined comment. Messages sent to Ipeco and American
Airlines representatives were not returned.

The Boeing 777 dipped out of control, experiencing a
“sudden, dangerous, and panic-inducing instantaneous
negative G descent,” according to the suit filed in Brook-

Read further › goo.gl/sN5XV8

lyn Federal Court.
The near catastrophe occurred as the jet approached
Ezeiza International Airport in Argentina on Oct. 3, 2014.
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Northrop Grumman Hit With
$500M Chemical Exposure Suit
Adam Lidgett

Law360

(Editing by Patricia K. Cole)

A group of Long Island residents have
filed a $500 million proposed class action in
New York state supreme court against Northrop
Grumman, alleging the defense contractor exposed
the residents to toxic chemicals that came from its
manufacturing operations.
The 15 Bethpage, New York, residents said that for nearly six decades, the company generated and disposed of
toxic contaminants and byproducts from the airplane,
weapons and satellite manufacturing operations at its
facilities and other landfills as part of routine business,
resulting in extensive pollution in the area. The proposed

Louise Caro, head of the
environmental department
at Napoli Shkolnik PLLC,
the firm that filed the suit,
said time is of the essence.
“The company has a history
of taking a very long time
to get things resolved,”
Caro said. “The people
really needed to get some
relief from the courts here.”

class said the company didn’t fairly warn them of the alleged contamination in the more than 600acre area.
“The defendants intentionally and/or negligently failed to
adequately warn or advise plaintiffs and the class and
other members of the public as to the nature, extent,
composition, effects and location of the contamination,
the fact that plaintiffs and the class and their property
were being exposed to the contamination, the nature of
the contaminants and risks could change over time and
that exposure to the contamination could likely cause
life-threatening and permanent adverse health effects,”

contamination plume emanating from a community park
in the area that was once owned by the company, the
proposed class alleged.
The residents said the plumes contaminants have migrated to their properties and have led to serious health
concerns and personal property damage. The suit said
the residents have been exposed to the chemicals in water, air and soil. Some of the residents of the proposed
class have developed certain diseases, including breast

the proposed class said in its complaint filed Tuesday.

cancer and non-Hodgkin lymphoma, the complaint said.

While manufacturing airplanes and weapons for the U.S.

The proposed class is asking for personal injury and

Department of Defense, Northrop

property damage claims and for a medical monitoring

Grumman disposed of certain cancer causing chemicals

toxic chemicals alleged in the suit and to monitor the

such as arsenic, cadmium, lead, mercury, polychlorinat-

health of people in the area, according to the suit.

program to research the effects of the exposure to the

ed biphenyls and volatile organic compounds that led to
extensive pollution, the proposed class said.

Read further › goo.gl/Gy5Zr8

Since 2005, there has been an ongoing investigation of a
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September 8, 2016

A False Conviction Is Overturned, But
the System That Allowed It Remains
Jim Dwyer

The New York Times

Here is the case of a missing paragraph
that turned into a trap door that dropped a man
into prison.
The paragraph vanished from a police report in a Brooklyn criminal case, but essential information has been

In a week alone, Mr. Martin’s case
was one of at least two to appear in
New York City courts that had been
built on withholding exculpatory
evidence.

hidden from people accused of crimes in courthouses
across the country. Even though failing to share exculpatory information is among the most serious breaches of
ethics and law for the police and prosecutors, there is little personal or institutional accountability for such tactics.
In 2010, to convict a man named Wayne Martin of kill-

a defense lawyer know that a new suspect had emerged.
In a 1963 ruling, the United States Supreme Court said
that people being tried on criminal charges had an absolute right to that information. That case, Brady v. Mary-

ing two people during a stickup of a Brooklyn tire repair

land, held that information “material” to questions of guilt

shop, someone in law enforcement went to the trouble

or punishment must be shared with the defense, a stan-

of blanking out a paragraph in a homicide report.

dard that was not as straightforward as it seemed.

The erased portion said that a witness had identified
someone other than Mr. Martin as the gunman.
In still another report, another witness also told detectives
that it was not Mr. Martin who had done the shooting.
Neither of these two reports made it into the hands of
Mr. Martin or his defense lawyers before he was tried.
Convicted of the double homicide, he was sentenced to
life without parole.

“The materiality test that Brady sets up is poorly designed,”
said James B. Doyle, a lawyer who has written frequently
on miscarriages of justice and what he sees as a misplaced
focus on blaming a single person or cause for them.
The Brady test relies on individual prosecutors to make a
decision — out of sight of anyone else — about whether
a piece of information is “material” to the trial. This is like
asking baseball pitchers to call balls and strikes, or tennis
players to decide if their own serves were in. Mr. Doyle

On Wednesday, Ken Thompson, the Brooklyn district
attorney, moved to dismiss all charges against Mr. Martin, as The Daily News reported. Prodded by Mr. Martin’s
own legal filings from prison, and by his lawyer, James D.

said that prosecutors may have honorable intentions
that are eroded by subtle pressures to win trials, excessive fear of losing them or zeal to cinch cases against defendants they are convinced are bad.

Henning, the district attorney’s office had dug into the
case files and found the two documents.

Read further › goo.gl/q61IOB

Anyone who followed the fictional HBO series “The Night
Of” saw a prosecutor in a murder trial deciding not to let
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July 6, 2016

Napoli Shkolnik PLLC Files Class Action
Against Quest Diagnostics and ExamOne
Benzinga

The plaintiff is possibly one of
thousands of New York and national
employees who work or worked for
Quest as Mobile Examiners and were
not paid in accordance with federal
and state law.

Ms. Vecchio and her attorneys believe that Quest and
its subsidiaries have violated the above state and federal
labor laws. She is possibly one of thousands of New York
and national employees who work or worked for Quest
as Mobile Examiners and were not paid in accordance
with federal and state law. This action is presented as an
opt-in collective action on behalf of herself and all simi-

Napoli Shkolnik PLLC filed a class
action lawsuit in the Southern District of New York
on behalf of lead plaintiff and New York County
resident, Maria Vecchio, and on behalf of all others
similarly situated, against Quest Diagnostics Inc.,
ExamOne World Wide Inc., and ExamOne LLC.
Our firm is also seeking to represent other current and

larly affected individuals for violations of the federal Fair
Labor Standards Act, as well as a class action for Quest’s
violations of state labor law.
Mobile Examiners who worked for Quest within the past
6 years, and you believe their rights were violated as described above or in any other way, are encouraged to
contact an NS attorney today.

former Mobile Examiners who worked for Quest and
affiliated Quest entities across the country. Our lawsuit
alleges the following violations:
• Not paying overtime wages;
• Not paying New York and federal minimum wage;
• Not providing employees proper wage statements
(pay stubs); and
• Not reimbursing business expenses.
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June 22, 2016

My Kid Got Sunburned Because
of Mislabeled Sunscreen
Ross Toback

New York Post

Additional reporting by Jody Godoy and Joe Van Acker. Editing by Ben Guilfoy.

Jumping on a report that found many
sunscreens overstate their protection factors, a
Brooklyn parent has filed a class-action lawsuit
against the makers of Banana Boat Sunscreen,
saying he bought a bottle of kids lotion that was
supposed to be SPF 50 but turned out to only have

Hunter Shkolnik accuses
the company, which rakes
in $25 million in sales
each year of “defrauding
unsuspecting customers.”

an SPF of 12.
“Defendants have known, or should have known, for years
that Banana Boat Kids SPF 50 products contain less UV
protection than Defendants advertise,” reads the lawsuit, which was filed Wednesday against Playtex Products,
Edgewell Personal Care Company and Sun Pharmaceutical.
Paul Lambrakis purchased the tube of Banana Boat Kids
SPF 50 in May after a Consumer Reports study found

a point to buy it. They were getting burnt.”
He accused the company, which rakes in $25 million in
sales each year, of “defrauding” unsuspecting customers.
“You don’t want to think its wrong but there’s no quality
control,” he said. “This is a straight-forward case. People
are spending money for this stuff!”

that it and many other sunscreens were overstating

Playtex, Edgewell and Sun Pharmaceutical did not imme-

their protection factor. He sent the tube to a laboratory

diately respond to requests for comment.

in Winston Salem, N.C., to have tested, according to the
lawsuit filed in Brooklyn federal court.

The lawsuit comes after a Consumer Reports investi-

The results found that the bottle had an actual SPF that

screens they tested failed to measure up to the SPF

wasn’t even half as strong as advertised, court papers say.

claims advertised on their bottles.

gation found that 43 percent of the more than 60 sun-

“The investigation concluded that Banana Boat Kids

“In May of 2016, Consumer Reports research revealed

SPF 50 sunscreen, clearly labeled as containing SPF 50,

that among ‘the most problematic products were Ba-

shockingly contained only an SPF of 12.69 and a mea-

nana Boat Kids Tear-Free, Sting-Free Lotion…which [was]

sured UVA protection factor of 4.88,” the lawsuit reads.

labeled as SPF 50 but [was] found to have only SPF 8,’”

Now Lambrakis is alleging that he and others in the class
action suit were forced to “overpay for the sunscreen based
upon false, inflated SPF,” according to the documents.

the lawsuit reads.
“Defendants have been notified of the false advertisement but have not remedied the problem.”

“They were unhappy when the suntan lotion was a complete lie,” Lambrakis’s lawyer, Hunter Shkolnik, said.

Read further › goo.gl/m73fPc

“They were putting this stuff on their children. They made
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May 6, 2016

More Uber Drivers Object
to $100M Settlement
Matthew Bultman

Law360

Additional reporting by Linda Chiem and Kerry Benn, Editing by Stephen Berg

The list of objections to Uber

“Uber has a long, long
road to travel before it is
in compliance with the
labor laws,” Paul J. Napoli
of Napoli Shkolnik PLLC,
told Law360 on Friday.
“Technology cannot erase
an employer’s obligations
to maintain a workers
basic rights.”

Technologies Inc.’s $100 million settlement of a pair
of high profile driver class actions continues to grow
in California federal court as more people speak
out against the deal, including two drivers who on
Thursday called the payout “insultingly low.”
Leticia Alcala and Marc Borgen said that the settlement,
which would end a legal battle over claims that Uber
misclassified drivers as independent contractors and
denied them proper tips, has caused an uproar due to
its unfairness.
Under the deal, which was announced in late April, Uber
would pay 385,000 California and Massachusetts driv-

the circumstances under which they could be deactivat-

ers $84 million, with an additional $16 million to come

ed from the service.

if the company goes public and meets certain performance metrics.

The settlement notably does not resolve the central issue
in the litigation of whether Uber drivers should be classi-

Alcala and Borgen, who called it a “sweetheart deal” between Uber and lawyers for the class of drivers, said that
based on information provided by the plaintiffs, more
than half the settlement class could receive an average
of $24 or less.

fied as employees rather than independent contractors.
Alcala and Borgen called those nonmonetary provisions
“mere window dressing for an otherwise deficient agreement,” noting that they are set to expire within two years.
Ubermay, however, choose to keep them in place after that.

“Only plaintiffs’ counsel and the class representatives —
who could receive upward of $73,000 — stand to make
any real money in this deal,” the two wrote.
How much of the settlement each driver receives will
be based on the number of miles he or she has driven during the relevant time period. The deal, which still

“Since its announcement, the proposed settlement has
received a negative reaction from Uber drivers and the
press,” they wrote, citing as evidence a poll on Uberpeople.net, a forum for Uber drivers, in which more than 53
percent of the drivers polled felt the settlement was a
“setback.”

needs to be approved by a federal judge, also includes
several nonmonetary provisions, such as Uber agreeing
to provide drivers with more information about their in-

Read further › goo.gl/HlAqcy

dividual ratings and introducing a policy that explains
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March 31, 2016

Trio of Plaintiffs’ Firms Picked
to Lead Daily Fantasy MDL
Pete Brush

Law360

Editing by Catherine Sum

The Boston federal judge handling
some 86 suits including class actions accusing daily
fantasy sports giants DraftKings and FanDuel of
fraud and other illegal conduct picked attorneys
from Jones Ward PLC, Napoli Shkolnik PLLC and
Stull Stull & Brody on Thursday as co-lead counsel
tasked with coordinating a slew of pretrial matters.
The task falls to Jasper D. Ward of Jones Ward PLC, Hunter J. Shkolnik of Napoli Shkolnik PLLC and Melissa R.

“This slate of attorneys (including
Hunter J. Shkolnik) also appears
to have broad support among the
plaintiffs’ attorneys as a whole, further
supporting a conclusion that they will
fairly and adequately represent the
interests of any plaintiff class,” the
judge wrote.

Emert of Stull Stull & Brody, according to an order from
U.S. District Judge George A. O’Toole Jr., who picked up
the multidistrict case Feb. 4.

“We have a very committed group who are dedicated to
pursuing this case,” Emert said.

“This slate of attorneys also appears to have broad support
among the plaintiffs’ attorneys as a whole, further supporting a conclusion that they will fairly and adequately represent the interests of any plaintiff class,” the judge wrote.

Christopher Weld Jr. of Todd & Weld was selected as liaison counsel. An executive committee, to be chaired by
the three co-leads, will be comprised of attorneys John A.
Yanchunis of Morgan & Morgan, Jennifer L. Duffy, D. Todd

The group will handle matters including discovery on a

Mathews of Gori Julian & Associates PC, W. Lewis Garri-

wide range of cases with differing theories of liability.

son Jr. of Heninger Garrison & Davis LLC, Kevin S. Hannon,

There are “insider trading” cases claiming the companies
allowed their employees to gain an unfair advantage in
competitors’ fantasy contests by using inside information, illegal gambling” cases accusing the companies of

Robert K. Shelquist of Lockridge Grindal Nauen & Holstein,
Michael J. Flannery of Cuneo Gilbert & LaDuca LLP, Alan
Carl Milstein of Sherman Silverstein Kohl Rose & Podolsky,
and Richard S. Cornfeld, according to Judge O’Toole.

violating various antigambling laws and “bonus fraud”

Two other applications, one filed by Guy M. Burns of

cases over an allegedly misleading promotional program

Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns LLP and one filed
by Frank L. Watson III of Watson Burns PLLC, were also

used by DraftKings.
A competing motion to appoint John Roddy of Bailey &
Glasser LLP, Brendan Glackin of Lieff Cabraser Heimann
& Bernstein LLP and Amy Williams Derry of Keller Rohr-

denied. Burns had sought a co-lead spot or a spot on an
attorney executive committee, and Watson had sought a
spot on the executive committee.

back LLP as co-lead counsel was denied.
The co-leads said they were honored to have been ap-

Read further › goo.gl/mZvJDT

pointed.
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March 16, 2016

Lawyers for Flint Water Victims
Hire D.C. Lobbyists
Catherine Ho

The Washington Post

A personal injury law firm representing …The fund could draw from federal and
Flint residents has hired Washington lobbyists to
state money to pay for residents’
push Congress to create a victim compensation
health care costs.
fund for people affected by the Michigan city’s

contaminated drinking water.
Attorneys at the law firm Napoli Shkolnik previously se-

posed to dangerous levels of lead. For months, residents

cured millions of dollars in settlements for firefighters,

complained about the taste, odor and color of the water.

police officers and other Ground Zero workers for ail-

But officials repeatedly downplayed the concerns.

ments related to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

At a House hearing Tuesday, lawmakers criticized former

This month Napoli hired lobbyists at the boutique D.C. firm

Michigan officials and a former Environmental Protection

Envision Strategy as it pushes to get similar type of relief for

Agency regional administrator for their roles in the de-

the 1,000 Flint residents it represents who are dealing with

cisions that led to the water contamination in Flint and

health issues caused by the city’s poisoned water supply.

how they deal with its aftermath.

If approved by Congress, the fund could draw from

“You screwed up and you ruined people’s lives,” House

federal and state money to pay for residents’ health

Oversight and Government Reform Chairman Jason

care costs.

Chaffetz (R-Utah) told former EPA official Susan Hedman,

“The game plan is to try and figure out what the needs are

who resigned in February in the wake of the crisis.

of the people of Flint,” said Brett Heimov, a lobbyist at

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, who is under pressure to resign,

Envision and a former aide to Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.)

is scheduled to appear before the committee Thursday.

who previously lobbied for legislation authorizing the
9/11 Victim Compensation Fund. “We’ll sit down and
reach out to the Michigan delegation to craft legislation
to try to make it happen.”

Last month, a bipartisan group of senators led by Michigan Democrats Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters and
Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman
James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.), reached a deal to provide

The other lobbyists working on the Flint matter are Steve

funding to help Flint and other cities struggling to replace

Schultz, Carol Pineau and Steve Stallmer.

aging pipes. The deal includes $70 million in credit sub-

The public health crisis in Flint occurred after the city
switched to a new water source, the Flint River, in 2014
as a moneysaving measure. But local officials failed to
treat the water with a chemical that would have prevented lead in the pipes from corroding and contaminating
the water. As a result, thousands of residents were ex-
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sidies for water infrastructure projects, $100 million in
subsidized loans for water infrastructure improvements
and $50 million for public health programs. The aid package would be offset by rescinding $250 million in loan
credits for a program that was intended to help auto
companies develop fuel economy technology.
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February 18, 2016

Helicopter Crash Lawsuit
Revived Against Soffer
Celia Ampel

Daily Business Review

A state appellate court on Wednesday
revived a lawsuit accusing billionaire developer
Jeffrey Soffer of causing a fatal helicopter crash.
The Third District Court of Appeal will allow Daria Gogoleva, whose attorney-husband died in the crash, to amend
her complaint against Soffer and others on the other
helicopter. The court reversed Miami-Dade Circuit Judge
Daryl Trawick’s dismissal of wrongful death, conspiracy
and fraud claims.
Soffer led the $1 billion expansion of the Fontainebleau

Hunter Shkolnik represents
Gogoleva in the federal
case and said his client
was pleased the Third DCA
ruled in her favor. “Now
a jury can consider
their claim that she was
not advised that Mr. Soffer
was the pilot when her
husband died,” he said.

Miami Beach, and his family developed much of Aventura.
“We are thrilled that the appellate court thoughtfully and
carefully reviewed all of the arguments, ruled in our favor and provided our clients with the ability to have their
day in court,” said Gary Phillips of Phillips, Cantor, Shalek,
Rubin & Pfister in Hollywood, who represented Gogoleva
with his colleague Edward Pfister.
The helicopter carrying Gogoleva’s husband, tax attorney
Lance Valdez, crashed on Thanksgiving Day 2012 in the
Bahamas. Gogoleva’s complaint alleges Soffer, who was
in the co-pilot’s seat, was controlling the helicopter when
it crashed. He is a licensed pilot but was not licensed to
fly the Aerospatiale Twin Star helicopter.
Pilot David Pearce flew for “at least part of the flight” until
it approached the landing site and crashed, killing Valdez
and injuring Soffer, Pearce and passengers Paula and
Daniel Riordan, according to the decision. Daniel Riordan

ican Elite Insurance Co. insurance policy, and the survivors agreed Gogoleva and her three children should
collect the full amount. Her signed release contained
an “unusual feature,” the Third DCA noted. It included a
promise that Gogoleva, Soffer and the Riordans would
release each other from future legal claims. All four of
them were represented by the same lawyer, Steve Marks
of Podhurst Orseck in Miami.
Marks didn’t tell Gogoleva there could be a conflict of interest or let her know she wasn’t required to release Soffer and the Riordans to receive the $2 million, she claims.
Marks is not a party to the lawsuit.
Gogoleva sued Soffer, the Riordans and Alex Krys, a
senior executive with Soffer’s real estate group who allegedly told Gogoleva she should join the crash survivors
in retaining Marks.

is an executive with Turnberry Associates, the Soffer famRead further › goo.gl/WwYAh1

ily’s real estate company.
The helicopter was covered by a $2 million North Amer-
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Napoli Shkolnik PLLC proudly supports the communities we represent.

Giving Back

We strongly believe in organizations that
encourage educational opportunities, provide the
inspirational tools needed for true progress
and then recognize the achievements.
In a rapidly changing and challenging world, we think
it is important to support positive development
and goals. We are happy to provide assistance to
organizations in order to realize their Missions of
helping individuals, neighborhoods and communities.
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9/11 Memorial
5K Run/Walk
The firm is always proud to be a Mile Marker
sponsor! Our firm teams participate as runners
and walkers at the event and locally in their
hometowns.

New York City
Police Museum

National September 11
Memorial and Museum

The partners are actively committed to helping

A historical institution honoring the victims

the Museum realize its Mission to preserve he

and examining 9/11 and its continued global

history of the New York City Police Department

significance. As a Board Member, Paul is very

through educational programming and

involved in realizing the organization’s message

exhibitions.

of volunteerism, education and remembrance.

Nassau County
Law Enforcement
Exploring Program

New York City Pancreatic
Cancer Research Walk

This youth program emphasizes Career Opportunities, Life Skills, Citizenship, Character Education
and Leadership Experience. It is rewarding to see

By supporting this event, Napoli Shkolnik helps
to advance the scientific and medical research
related to the diagnosis, treatment and cure of
pancreatic cancer.

participants blossom with these characteristics.

The Police Athletic
League (NYC)
We are proud supporters of this not-for-profit
organization’s belief that “young people’s
individual strengths and capabilities can guide
them to mature, productive adulthood” with
encouragement and commitment.
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Bone Marrow Foundation
The BMF helps families improve their odds
of finding a donor and receive the necessary
support as their loved one receives treatment.
When Paul Napoli was diagnosed with leukemia
and was told he need a life-saving bone marrow
transplant, the BMF provided information and
support.
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Swing for a Cure
This charity golf outing benefits the Breast
Cancer Research Foundation and in keeping with
tradition, Napoli Shkolnik has sponsored a Tee
for the event.

New York City
Marathon

Mental Health Association
of Nassau County

In honor of Paul’s fight against leukemia and

We are glad that we can make a difference with

to support the families of other patients, Marie

the MHA, which is a not-for-profit membership

collected over $50,000 in pledges to support the

organization dedicated to improving mental

foundation’s programming by completing the

health in the community through advocacy,

2015 NYC Marathon.

education, program development.

St. John’s University
President’s Dinner

“Being part of the process of
helping to turn dreams into
realities is a responsibility we
take seriously. We are grateful
to be included in creating a
positive future.”

The firm is proud to be an annual Sponsor of the
Annual President’s dinner; an event committed
to raising scholarship money in order to provide
financial assistance to deserving students.

Marie Napoli, Partner

Long Island
Go Red for Women

Pencil: Transforming
Schools. Together®

This organization seeks to increase public

We are excited to be supporting this organi-

awareness of cardiovascular disease and risk

zation, which creates innovative and impactful

factors particularly as they apply to women

models of collaboration between the business

and the firm is happy to be involved in such a

and education communities by bringing together

worthy message.

school needs and business expertise.
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Trey Whitfield
Foundation, Inc.®
The Foundation aims to motivate, support and
encourage children and young adults from
across the country pursue their dream of furthering their education. Our commitment to positive
youth development aligns with their message.

Save the Children
Through our support of Save the Children, we
are part of a program that gives children in the
United States and around the world “a healthy
start, the opportunity to learn and care when
disaster strikes.”

Columbus Citizens
Foundation
The firm strongly believes in educational
scholarships so that no qualified student is
denied an education because of financial need.

Italian Heritage
& Culture Committee
of New York, Inc.
The firm is happy to support the IHHC-NY’s continuing efforts of providing concerts, exhibits, and
lectures of the Italian culture to the community.

Annual Food Drive
Every year each of the firm’s office locations
organizes a food drive to support a local soup
kitchen, meals on wheel program or shelter. We
were able to donate over 30 large boxes full of
non-perishable items last year and we hope the
generosity only continues to grow.
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Holiday Mail for
Heroes Program
The firm participates in this wonderful
program every year; contributing over 300 cards
of thanks and support to members of the armed
forces, veterans and their families.
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We hope you find this informative and
look forward to working alongside you.
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