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MANUFACTURING

Judge casts doubt on Bayer's $10.9B Roundup settlement,
fears 'manipulation'

The judge said he is concerned Bayer has “manipulated” the
settlement process since announcing its plan in June to
resolve 125,000 cases.

MICHAEL BEHRENS

The $10.9 billion pyout Byer hs o�ered to settle most Roundup cncer lwsuits my be in jeoprdy
ter  judge sid he ers "shennigns" by the Germn phrmceuticls compny.

“My concern is tht i I leve the sty in plce, m I complicit in whtever shennigns re tking plce
on the Byer side?” U.S. District Judge Vince Chhbri sid during  hering Thursdy, Bloomberg
reported.

The judge sid he is concerned Byer hs “mnipulted” the settlement process since nnouncing its
pln in June to resolve 125,000 cses, Bloomberg reported.



By Greg Edwards 
Reporter, St. Louis Business Journal
Aug 28, 2020, 10:35am EDT

https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/subscribe?csrc=6305
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/manufacturing/
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/search/results?q=Vince%20Chhabria
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-27/roundup-consumer-lawyers-say-bayer-welching-on-deal-judge
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/bio/6841/Greg+Edwards
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/bio/6841/Greg+Edwards


MORE FOR YOU More 

Golf pro sues over Roundup as Bayer reports $11B loss 

Bayer completes $7B division sale driven by Roundup bills 

St. Louis-based PLNK fitness studio to expand to new locations

https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2020/08/31/plnk-expands-outside-of-stlouis.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2020/08/31/how-upscale-restaurants-have-adapted-to-covid-19.html


The judge sid he will decide in  month whether to keep the litigtion on hold or more settlement
tlks or let more trils proceed. “We’ve got  bunch o cses we could send out to other jurisdictions,”
he sid.

Byer sid, “A mss tort settlement o this size nd complexity cn tke signi�cnt time beore it is ully
executed, nd we re still erly in this process. There re oten some bumps in the rod in
implementing  resolution o this mgnitude, but we remin con�dent tht  comprehensive
settlement will be �nlized nd executed.”

The judge sid he’s inclined to mke public con�dentil letters rom plinti�s’ ttorneys complining
tht St. Louis-bsed Monsnto Co., the mker o Roundup tht Byer cquired or $63 billion in 2018, is
reneging on the settlement.

I Monsnto is “going bck on its del nd the del it nnounced in June, tht seems to me something
tht should not be kept con�dentil,” Chhbri sid.

Byer greed in June to py up to $10.9 billion to settle 75% o the 125,000 Roundup cses pending.

Seprtely, Blck rmers �led  ederl lwsuit Wednesdy ginst Byer in n e�ort to stop the sle o
Roundup. The rmers contend they were orced to buy Roundup-resistnt seeds nd incresingly
lrger quntities o the weed killer every yer. They sy Blck rmers tend to operte smller rms nd
hve smller pro�t mrgins.

“The cycle cn only be broken by removing the product rom the mrket,” sid Chris Schnieders, 
prtner in the Knss City o�ce o Npoli Shkolnik nd one o the ttorneys who �led suit.

Byer denied the clims nd sid the suits were �led by �rms tht reused to settle.

"Any suggestion tht climnts who re Blck were treted di�erently in this process thn others is
completely lse," Byer sid in n emil to the Business Journal.
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