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Farmers Group Sues Monsanto To Get Roundup Off
Shelves
By Mike LaSusa

Law360 (August 26, 2020, 11:19 PM EDT) -- The National Black Farmers Association hit Monsanto
with a lawsuit Wednesday in Missouri federal court, seeking to get the Bayer AG unit to stop selling
its Roundup brand products, which the group says have been linked to cancer and other ailments.

The nonprofit advocacy group said Monsanto's "aggressive business practices" had "forced" its
members into using weedkillers that contain glyphosate, a chemical that previous court rulings
have linked to cancer.

"Over the course of the last several decades, Monsanto has purchased local, conventional seed
sellers and then removed their products from the market, making its own 'Roundup Ready' seeds the
only option available to rural Black farmers," NBFA said. "And to justify the huge, annual financial
investment required to buy Roundup Ready seeds, these farmers were forced in turn into purchasing
and using Roundup herbicides containing glyphosate."

The group also said its members hadn't been aware of the alleged cancer risk until recently, due to a
"campaign of misinformation" by the agrochemical giant.

NBFA's lawsuit lodges negligence and product liability claims, including design defect and failure to
warn, in addition to alleging unlawful trade practices under Missouri law. It's seeking a court order
forcing Monsanto to "remove Roundup products from the stream of commerce" or to put prominent
labels on the products warning about the risk of cancer.

The suit filed Wednesday made reference to the extensive litigation surrounding Roundup, which is
the subject of shareholder actions as well as ongoing multi-district litigation consisting of roughly
125,000 claims over whether Roundup causes non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.

However, NBFA said an effort to actually get Roundup off the shelves had been "conspicuously
absent" from the legal actions undertaken thus far.

Christopher L. Schnieders of Napoli Shkolnik PLLC, who represents NBFA, told Law360 on Wednesday
that the impact of the case stretches beyond the nonprofit's members.

"They filed this on behalf of not just the Black farmer, but also the Hispanic farmworker, and other
marginalized groups as well," Schnieders said.

Monsanto did not respond on Wednesday to requests for comment.

The NBFA is represented by Christopher L. Schnieders of Napoli Shkolnik PLLC, Eric F. Citron and
Thomas Goldstein of Goldstein & Russell PC, and Benjamin L. Crump of Ben Crump Law.

Counsel information for Monsanto wasn't immediately available Wednesday.

The case is National Black Farmers Association v. Monsanto Company, case number 4:20-cv-01145,
in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri.
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--Additional reporting by Morgan Conley and Dorothy Atkins. Editing by Michael Watanabe.
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