
 

Rapper Drake sued by S.I. woman who 

says she was struck by bottle at show 
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STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. – A Great 

Kills woman allegedly rapped on the 

head by a beer bottle chucked at hip-hop 

artist Drake’s concert three years ago in 

Madison Square Garden has fired back 

with a lawsuit against the performer and 

MSG. 

Amanda Giovacco, 23, suffered “a 

traumatic brain injury and seizures” due to being “violently” struck on Aug. 

8, 2016, alleges a civil complaint filed in Manhattan state Supreme Court.  

Joseph Napoli, Giovacco’s lawyer, said an oversized aluminum beer bottle 

that was full slammed into her head. 

“It exploded when it hit her,” said Napoli, a partner in the Manhattan-based 

law firm Napoli Shkolnik. “It ended up being a weapon in the hand of 

whoever threw it.” 

Giovacco has sued Drake, whose given name is Aubrey Drake Graham; 

Madison Square Garden; Live Nation Worldwide Inc., the concert promoter; 

and Aramark Food and Support Services Group Inc., the food and beverage 

vendor. 

The complaint alleges the defendants failed to provide proper security at the 

concert. 



Despite knowing Drake “has (a) history of violence at his concerts,” the 

defendants neglected to “take any precautions to prevent aggressive and/or 

violent behavior” at the show, contends the complaint. 

The “rowdy” crowd was served “excessive amounts of alcohol” in bottles, 

thus providing them with “dangerous weapons,” the complaint alleges.  

Beverages should have been served in paper or plastic cups, maintains the 

complaint. 

“This oversized aluminum beer bottle should not have been in Madison 

Square Garden,” said Napoli. “It was there as a result of improper security 

or improper control of beer being served at the Garden.” 

Giovacco’s injuries are preventing her from attending medical school, the 

complaint alleges. 

She seeks unspecified monetary damages. 

In a statement, Madison Square Garden said, “The lawsuit was filed last 

week, and we are looking into the matter. The safety and security of our 

guests is our highest priority.” 

In an email, Live Nation Worldwide said the company typically doesn’t 

comment on ongoing litigation. 

Aramark and a representative of Drake did not immediately respond to 

emails seeking comment. 
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