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This Aug. 15, 2017 photo shows an arrangement of pills of the opioid oxycodone-acetaminophen in New York.
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How a new cabinet agency could help
curb Maine’s opioid epidemic

Bangor joins suit against makers of
prescription opioids

The city of Saco has become one of the latest

municipalities to file a lawsuit suing pharmaceutical

companies that manufacture and distribute opioids.

The ease with which prescription opioids can be obtained

as a result of campaigns by drug companies to make them

readily prescribed for common aches and pains has led many people to be

become addicted to drugs, said Saco City Administrator Kevin Sutherland in a

written Saco City Council commentary.

Saco the latest Maine community to
join lawsuit against opioid makers
By Liz Gotthelf, Journal Tribune • February 8, 2018 10:26 am 
Updated: February 8, 2018 10:55 am

York

Bangor Daily News

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cn0q4G7B9WsPbPJiGogaspJCoC5j-vrtN_OKP_dgG4_Wc6_sJEAEgyJOuB2DJxqmLwKTYD6AB9oadyQPIAQOoAwHIA8gEqgSFAk_QKXdxhH0Vi4AdIlA_hcP_oYq6I0u3n8TGaGcpids8ieW2Wta3VoupRjgs_VdgfhFDk4bkISzce_zypPz-plu_eZlQ6q1FfDgZN-Xq5PUl-XKlk8doRna_v5I1mYyPreLBnl4vRiBgFQwEujIgHUzPnBY06BYzWlJoJ3KBWQrqHgf9wWj4-5niQcrsnImqwtmptFWNUj3Do84f34RMS6lGT500FxBieDTojz_LgySepI_EfRcAh7zB4lI5i73T7gIICCbMr44kp75vEPel7ucseMWRMI_2jKzxI58IRo6x_gM1q0kDk-0WXhTG_PewBjbJHw6vWShxW0aZibE95hMvMAeDxqAGA4AH8vjiNqgHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIABEAEYArEJ8ovr6UsA546ACgHYEwI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoIsLKcR5b6D2DnK9qXCCEDQ&sig=AOD64_2dWnIUhOEmY_Z3T5Dd5eOPPPua-A&client=ca-pub-9916322126856371&adurl=https://www.lawyersofdistinction.com/
https://bangordailynews.com/2018/02/07/opinion/editorials/how-a-new-cabinet-agency-could-help-curb-maines-opioid-epidemic/
https://bangordailynews.com/2017/12/28/news/bangor/bangor-joins-suit-against-makers-of-prescription-opioids/
http://www.journaltribune.com/news/2018-02-08/Front_Page/Saco_files_lawsuit_against_opiate_manufacturers.html
https://bangordailynews.com/browse/news/york/
https://bangordailynews.com/


2/9/2018 Saco the latest Maine community to join lawsuit against opioid makers — York — Bangor Daily News — BDN Maine

https://bangordailynews.com/2018/02/08/news/york/saco-the-latest-maine-community-to-join-lawsuit-against-opioid-makers/ 2/2

1 SERPWatcher Rank Tracker See all critical data on one screen & track the overall progress with one key metric. serpwatcher.com

2 Get Tons of Lucrative Keywords - Suited for Your SEO or PPC Get millions of related keywords, find match types, long-tail,
questions & more! semrush.com/keyword_magic

3 White Plains Apartments Luxury, pet-friendly 1 & 2 bedroom apts close to Metro North with heated pool & dog park
windsoratthegramercy.com

“Opiate drug companies have enjoyed enormous profits with the sales of opiate

drugs, promoting them relentlessly among physicians and paying doctors to

promote these drugs at conferences, while failing repeatedly to successfully tailor

the drugs to make abuse impossible,” wrote Sutherland.

The city’s fire department responded to 97 suspected illegal or prescription drug

overdoses in 2017. The department also administered 55 individual doses of

Narcan in that year. More than one dose may have been used on an individual

patient, according to the city.

“In order to treat and abate the opioid epidemic, the city has needed to shift

resources that could have otherwise been used for various improvements and the

general betterment of the city,” wrote Sutherland.

The cities of Saco and Biddeford in a joint effort created the Saco Biddeford

Opiate Outreach Initiative with the help of a state grant. Between the end of

January 2017 and January 2018, the program’s outreach worker connected with

366 people. Of these, 123 people were placed in treatment.

The Saco City Council voted Monday night to engage the services of law firms

Napoli Shkolnik, PLLC of New York City and Trafton, Matzen, Belleau and

Frenette of Auburn.

Other municipalities, including Biddeford, Bangor and Portland, have filed

similar lawsuits.

Follow the Bangor Daily News on Facebook for the latest Maine news.
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